PART vii: 1777-8
I suggested a doubt, that if I were to reside in London, the
exquisite zest with which I relished it in occasional visits
might go off, and I might grow tired of it. JOHNSON. 'Why,
Sir, you find no man, at all intellectual, who is willing to
leave London. No, Sir, when a man is tired of London, he is
tired of life; for there is in London all that life can afford.*
On Sunday, September 21, we went to the church of Ash-
bourne, which is one of the largest and most luminous that I
have seen in any town of the same size. I felt great satisfac-
tion in considering that I was supported in my fondness for
solemn publick worship by the general concurrence and
munificence of mankind.
Johnson and Taylor were so different from each other,
that I wondered at their preserving such an intimacy. Their
having been at school and college together, might, in some
degree, account for this; but Sir Joshua Reynolds has fur-
nished me with a stronger reason; for Johnson mentioned to
him, that he had been told by Taylor he was to be his heir.
I shall not take upon me to animadvert upon this; but cer-
tain it is, that Johnson paid great attention to Taylor. He
now, however, said to me, 'Sir, I love him; but I do not love
him more; my regard for him does not increase. As it is
said in the Apocrypha, "his talk is of bullocks:" I do not
suppose he is very fond of my company. His habits are by
no means sufficiently clerical: this he knows that I see; and
no man likes to live under the eye of perpetual disapproba-
tion.'
I have no doubt that a good many sermons were com-
posed for Taylor by Johnson. At this time I found, upon
his table, a part of one which he had newly begun to write.
In the evening, Johnson, being in very good spirits, enter-
tained us with several characteristical portraits. I regret that
any of them escaped my retention and diligence. I found,
from experience, that to collect my friend's conversation so
as to exhibit it with any degree of its original flavour, it was
necessary to write it down without delay. To record his say-
ings, after some distance of time, was like preserving or
pickling long-kept and faded fruits, or other vegetables,
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